Site Assessment: Need for Speed Bumps in Bus Loop at DeGrazia Elementary School
DeGrazia Elementary School
5051 W. Overton Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85742

Enhancing Safety Between the Main Campus, Satellite Classrooms, and the Playground
Introduction
This assessment evaluates the need to install speed bumps in the bus loop that connects the main campus, the satellite classroom modular buildings, and the playground. The goal is to enhance pedestrian and vehicular safety, particularly for students and staff moving between these critical areas. The DeGrazia School Administration staff has brought this matter to the district’s attention. 
Site Overview
The bus loop is strategically located between high-traffic zones: the main campus, satellite classroom modulars, and the playground. During arrival, dismissal, and recess times, significant pedestrian movement occurs across the loop, including children and supervising adults. The proximity of the playground and modular buildings increases the likelihood that students will cross the bus loop throughout the school day.
Current Traffic Patterns and Concerns
· Bus Traffic Flow: The loop is primarily used by school buses, which may travel at speeds that are unsafe given the proximity of pedestrians.
· Pedestrian Crossings: Students and staff frequently cross the bus loop, particularly between the main campus, modular classrooms, and playground, creating potential conflict points.
· 90-Degree Turn: A rolling 90-degree turn within the loop presents limited visibility and blind spots for bus drivers, increasing the risk of accidents, especially if vehicles are traveling too quickly.
Justification for Speed Bumps
The installation of speed bumps is recommended for the following reasons:
1. Speed Reduction: Speed bumps are proven traffic-calming measures that compel vehicles, including buses, to reduce speed, particularly in areas with high pedestrian activity.
2. Blind Spot Mitigation: By slowing vehicles before and during the 90-degree turn, speed bumps help mitigate the risks associated with the blind spots, giving drivers more time to react to unexpected obstacles or individuals crossing their path.
3. Enhanced Pedestrian Safety: Slower bus speeds create a safer environment for students and staff who must cross the bus loop to access classrooms or the playground.
4. Compliance with Safety Standards: Implementing speed bumps aligns with best practices for school zone traffic safety, especially in areas where vehicle and pedestrian traffic intersect.
Recommended Placement of Speed Bumps
· Install speed bumps on the approach to the 90-degree turn to ensure buses reduce speed before entering the blind spot area.
· Consider additional speed bumps near pedestrian crossing zones between the main campus, modular buildings, and playground to maximize their effectiveness.
Conclusion
Given the high pedestrian volume and the hazardous 90-degree turn with blind spots, installing speed bumps in the bus loop is necessary. This measure will significantly enhance safety for all users by slowing bus traffic and reducing potential conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians.
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